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Amid numerous ongoing investigations into overtime and payroll fraud, the Massachusetts State Police

Department has tried several times in recent months to destroy more than a hundred boxes of payroll,
attendance, and personnel documents that span decades, records show.

The department asked a state document retention board three times this year for its approval to destroy
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the files, including once in March, just days after the Globe revealed that payroll records for an entire

140-trooper unit had been kept hidden for years.

The department sought to destroy the only existing copies of the records, but the Records Conservation
Board tabled each of the requests, citing the files’ potential ties to ongoing investigations, according to
documents provided by the board.
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News of the record-shredding attempts drew sharp rebukes from a number of government watchdogs
and officials Wednesday, including US Attorney Andrew Lelling, whose office is currently investigating
overtime abuse in State Police.

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

“It would be extremely problematic for the Massachusetts State Police to order the destruction of
documents it knows are relevant to an ongoing federal investigation,” Lelling said in a statement. He
noted that the agency has been aware of the federal probe since February and turned over payroll-
related documents, “the type of documents they now seek to destroy.”

State Police spokesman David RELATED LINKS

Procopio said Wednesday no

records were destroyed and payroll

documents will be retained “until

further notice.”

He said the records were old

enough to be eligible for

destruction under state rules and Read Stor
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were “not currently the subject of Special section: State Pollce turmoil

any outside investigation or audit.” Full Boston Globe coverage of the overtime scandal
Procopio declined to say whether and other problems at the Massachusetts State

the records were the subject of any Police.

internal audit.

The department is currently under widespread scrutiny. Federal and state prosecutors have charged

eight current and former troopers in the ongoing overtime fraud scandal, cases that are reliant on State
Police payroll records. More charges are likely.
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The request to destroy the records was first reported by Commonwealth Magazine on Tuesday.

During a televised gubernatorial debate Tuesday night, Baker said State Police overtime abuse “had been

going on for a long time. There’s documentation and public records that show that this was going back

before our administration even began.”

Baker previously pledged the department would look back in time — beyond the two-year window of its
current internal audit — if payroll problems continued to appear.

On Wednesday, Baker said officials shouldn’t have made the request “given everything else that’s going

on with respect to State Police and payroll.”

“The simple truth of the matter is they shouldn’t be destroying any payroll records, and they won’t be,”
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Baker told reporters at an unrelated event, according to a transcript of his remarks provided by his
office.
ADVERTISEMENT

Democratic gubernatorial nominee Jay Gonzalez slammed Baker’s leadership of the agency Wednesday,
saying, “It's one scandal after another.”

Gonzalez called the bid to destroy the documents an “attempted coverup” and demanded an
investigation by the state Inspector General’s office, which is launching an independent auditing unit to

oversee the State Police. Gonzalez has previously called for State Police Colonel Kerry Gilpin to be fired

and replaced by someone without ties to the department.

State law requires agencies to keep records for a certain amount of time, which varies depending on the
type of record. After the required retention period has passed, agencies can seek permission from the
seven-member Records Conservation Board.

The forms submitted by State Police this year were each signed by different department officials —
including directors of finance and human resources — who attested that the records in question were not
subject to any “pending or actual audit or investigation.”

The requests, however, began soon after controversy engulfed the agency.

In March, Gilpin held a press conference accusing 20 troopers of fraudulently collecting overtime pay.

Days later, a Globe report revealed payroll records for an entire 140-trooper State Police division —
including some of the department’s top earners — had been hidden for years, prompting sharp criticism
and a vow from the notoriously secretive law enforcement agency to be more transparent.

Two days after the Globe report, the agency quietly filed the first of its requests to destroy documents.
The request sought permission to dispose of 115 banker boxes of time and attendance records covering
2010 and 2011, along with “bank and cash” and “billings and collections” records from 2009 through
2013, plus “routine accounting” records for 2001 through 2013.

In April, State Police filed a separate request to destroy 40 more banker boxes of records, a varied mix of

personnel, payroll, and retiree records spanning numerous years, including time and attendance
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calendars from July 1994 through 2014.

The department’s ongoing internal audit into overtime fraud began with a review of payroll records from
2016. Officials finished that portion of the review over the summer and had moved on to reviewing 2015
records.

The third and most recent request to destroy 12 more boxes of records was filed last month. Those boxes
contained payroll records for Troop F, from 2009 through 2012, including detail and roster assignments.
Prosecutors can go back as far as six years in charging troopers with overtime fraud, at least under the
types of criminal charges filed thus far.

Records provided by the board show State Police have made 15 requests to destroy troves of old records,
including payroll filings, since 2013.

Board members — who are chosen and appointed by other state agencies — either declined to comment
or did not respond Wednesday.

The Records Conservation Board is chaired by a designee of Attorney General Maura Healey’s office,
which has filed charges against three troopers — and has said to expect more — in the overtime fraud
case.

A spokeswoman for Healey declined to comment, citing the office’s ongoing criminal investigation.
Deirdre Cummings, legislative director of the Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group, a consumer
advocacy nonprofit, called the State Police moves “somewhat suspicious.”

“We have no idea what the State Police were intending to do,” Cummings said. “lI would hope they would
be more transparent, given the sensitive nature of the material.”

She applauded the records board for denying the destruction requests.

Kade Crockford, director of the Technology for Liberty Program at the American Civil Liberties Union of
Massachusetts, also called for greater transparency.

“In ordinary circumstances, it's perfectly reasonable to destroy government records in accordance with
the requirements of state law,” Crockford said in a statement. “With respect to the State Police and
payroll, these are not ordinary circumstances.”

Joshua Miller of the Globe staff contributed to this report. Matt Rocheleau can be reached at

matthew.rocheleau @globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.

Show 256 Comments

Top 10 Trending Articles

Viewed Commented Shared

People in open-concept homes are realizing the walls were there for a reason

https://www.bostonglobe.com/.../state-police-tried-destroy-payroll-records-during-fraud-investigations/hrftAlz2BV AhBwJGt8z81J/story.html[3/10/2019 7:18:23 PM]


mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/06/miss-walls-cry-for-help-from-woman-living-home-with-open-floor-plan/qLl9QX8REvsQ5gKmaeCvFL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed

State Police tried to destroy payroll records during fraud investigations - The Boston Globe

Ideas | Linda Rodriguez McRobbie: Too old to be president? Science says yes.

Here’s what NFL free agent market looks like ahead of league’s legal tampering period

Mass. authorities face steep hurdles in shutting down sex trafficking

The backyard mechanic who is taking on Tesla

Road to Recovery: Drugs took their children, but not their hope that others might be saved

Julia Ruth Stevens, Babe Ruth’s last surviving child, dies at 102

This week in watching: The fall of ‘Arrested Development,’ the return of ‘Billions,” and the power of punk
‘Text me when you get home.” We shouldn’t have to say it. But we do

Four unions representing Stop & Shop workers in southern New England have voted to OK strike
EverQuote breaks mold of youthful startup

Antonio Brown traded to Raiders

‘I'm just worthless. You want to throw my life away’

Danny Amendola released by the Dolphins

Boston. Racism. Image. Reality.

Spotlight Church abuse report: Church allowed abuse by priest for years

Chances are ‘good’ that Whole Foods will sell marijuana products, CEO says

Munch Madness 2019: The top restaurants in Boston

Eliza Dushku: I worked at CBS. | didn’t want to be sexually harassed. | was fired

At Harvard, WW chief highlights value of risk

Sex trafficking is in plain sight in Massachusetts communities

Trump will seek more money for border wall

In N.H., Bernie Sanders says now ‘Democratic candidates all across the board’ support his ideas
Kyrie Irving, Celtics finish off Lakers this time

Baseball News, Scores, Analysis, Schedules & More

‘SNL’ tackles R. Kelly sex assault accusations with parody of CBS interview, Pete Davidson monologue
David Krejci’s goal with 45 seconds left rallies Bruins

157 people, including 8 Americans, are believed dead in Ethiopian Airlines crash

Dana LeVangie the *heart and soul’ of Red Sox pitching staff

Merrimack, N.H., man allegedly impersonated police officers, first responders

Most Popular In Metro =
Subscribe Now

Digital Access

Home Delivery

Gift Subscriptions

My Account

Manage my Account
Mobile Customer Service
Sign Up For Newsletters
Contact

Help

https://www.bostonglobe.com/.../state-police-tried-destroy-payroll-records-during-fraud-investigations/hrftAlz2BV AhBwJGt8z81J/story.html[3/10/2019 7:18:23 PM]


https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2019/03/08/too-old-president-science-says-yes/oMgYxC6waKIIyKWuHciJCJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/10/onfoot/EYgi30FaEqVjJl9PIp58EJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/mass-authorities-face-steep-hurdles-shutting-down-sex-trafficking/yFW40bBEEN9QtuIHaqTrmM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/04/the-backyard-mechanic-who-taking-tesla/Sv1l8q2sxpQvTFMp13VFwM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/drugs-took-their-children-but-not-their-hope-that-others-might-saved/42PBgLkAx3q5Db9Khno8wM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/julia-ruth-stevens-babe-ruth-last-surviving-child-dies/6xkrTF96hvUqLSY5FR0mDK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/2019/03/10/this-week-watching-the-fall-arrested-development-return-billions-and-power-punk/0aJii0ZWfGZiMdx97A34fK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/05/jassy-correia-and-besties-safety-roll-call-text-when-you-get-home/Gvu0UlaZ7muEwW5BXS2iWI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/four-unions-representing-stop-shop-workers-southern-new-england-have-voted-strike/uvPPOqy6sOlmrKHjsFxIxO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2015/05/24/everquote/aYNGiI7M7s5EZMpmlmPyQO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2019/03/10/antonio-brown-traded-raiders/Wz1sDDB98uQGuTFVKAQoOK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/07/transitcops/SxefRv6MMCqLuxCDfq775I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/08/danny-amendola-released-dolphins/eBVCAO14Feo9VwJn0miPUK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/spotlight/boston-racism-image-reality/?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/special-reports/2002/01/06/church-allowed-abuse-priest-for-years/cSHfGkTIrAT25qKGvBuDNM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/marijuana/2019/03/04/chances-are-good-that-whole-foods-will-sell-marijuana-products-ceo-says/2LqtMe21xZjnmPwOmHTDhJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/food-dining/2019/03/05/munch-madness-the-top-restaurants-boston/IMcUglUiWAlrUo1Ohm3NNI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2018/12/19/eliza-dushku-responds-what-happened-cbs-took-job-and-because-objected-being-sexually-harassed-was-fired/OCh7h0pwg4Aq7xfwOUasyO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2019/03/08/harvard-chief-highlights-value-risk/OvAiO1I7xXThHd1PFMJKPN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/mass-authorities-face-steep-hurdles-shutting-down-sex-trafficking/yFW40bBEEN9QtuIHaqTrmM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2019/03/10/trump-will-seek-more-money-for-border-wall/8aBhZPXHzuHgV5eYOv5maP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/bernie-sanders-says-democratic-candidates-all-across-board-now-support-his-ideas/ut2dfi1T7udqiMK4h2ULoO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2019/03/09/celtics/q7PA5rnRBfZkgCMRQ4fdXM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/09/six-things-know-about-michael-bennett-newest-patriot/8mYWggGXfiIDdtFfzMEWUN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/television/2019/03/10/snl-tackles-kelly-sex-assault-accusations-with-parody-cbs-interview-pete-davidson-monologue/QsXSDmioHCXH7IdAqBTfgO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/bruins/2019/03/09/david-krejci-goal-with-seconds-left-rallies-bruins/UeYnwjoUupYE5m3rNL8uWO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2019/03/10/ethiopian-airlines-flight-nairobi-crashes-after-takeoff/CBRwnS1kDWQUknaS3D0YJM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/redsox/2019/03/09/dana-levangie-heart-and-soul-red-sox-pitching-staff/2TmrnRLMWSg6wHklNtuF7J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/merrimack-man-allegedly-impersonated-police-officers-first-responders/gWyHRrH0q7jgBUXXC3t0MN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B5759/?p1=BGFooter
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B3428/?p1=BGFooter
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/GiftTheGlobe/LandingPage.html
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/bgcs
https://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters?p1=BGFooter_Newsletters
https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter

State Police tried to destroy payroll records during fraud investigations - The Boston Globe
FAQs
Globe newsroom
Advertise

Order back issues
Social
Facebook

Twitter

Google+
More
ePaper

News in Education
Archives

Privacy policy
Terms of service
Terms of purchase

Work at Boston Globe Media
© 2019 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

https://www.bostonglobe.com/.../state-police-tried-destroy-payroll-records-during-fraud-investigations/hrftAlz2BV AhBwJGt8z81J/story.htmlI[3/10/2019 7:18:23 PM]


https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/Order/newspaper/Newspaper.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://epaper.bostonglobe.com/launch.aspx?pbid=2c60291d-c20c-4780-9829-b3d9a12687cf
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/archive-login.jsp
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/termsofpurchase?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers

	bostonglobe.com
	State Police tried to destroy payroll records during fraud investigations - The Boston Globe


	hCd0pHdDh6OGxKL3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwA: 
	form5: 
	input3: 
	button1: 




